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The Rt Hon Rachel Reeves MP         June 2025 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 

HM Treasury 

10 Downing Street 

London SW1A 2AA 

Dear Chancellor, 

We share your government’s mission to grow the economy, and this can only be achieved if businesses can 
develop and thrive. Ahead of the Spending Review, as business leaders from across Yorkshire, we are urging 
you to go further and faster to improve rail connectivity in Yorkshire and the North to help our businesses 
grow, creating jobs and opportunities for more people. The ‘White Rose’ region of South Yorkshire, West 
Yorkshire and York and North Yorkshire represent a population of 4.6 million and 190,000 businesses. This 
is not just about growing Yorkshire’s economy, but about enabling our region to play its full part in the UK’s 
economic renewal.  
 
Connecting people to opportunities is vital which is why we urgently need better rail infrastructure in Yorkshire. We 
are collectively backing Lord David Blunkett’s review on improving rail connectivity for passengers and freight, as part 
of the White Rose Agreement signed by the Three Yorkshire Mayors: Tracy Brabin, Oliver Coppard and David Skaith. 
We agree with the ambitions in Lord Blunkett’s review that we need further investment to deliver faster, more 
frequent and more reliable train services by increasing capacity at Leeds, Sheffield and York stations, building a new 
through-station for Bradford and a mainline station at Rotherham, carrying out upgrades and electrification between 
Leeds and Sheffield, and increasing the frequency of services for places such as Scarborough, the Esk Valley, Penistone 
Line and Wakefield district's Five Towns.  
 
We know improving rail infrastructure requires significant funding, but we strongly believe that by prioritising 
investment in Yorkshire’s rail network in the Spending Review will be a downpayment on improving economic growth 
and helping businesses and people to thrive. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
  
Andrew Gilligan     Magtec       
Managing Director 
 
Angela Foulkes CBE  The Sheffield College    
CEX & Principal 
 
Chris Iveson   FourJaw Manufacturing Analytics  
Founder and CEO 
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David Capper   Westfield Health    
Chief Executive Officer 
 
David Richards MBE  Yorkshire AI Labs    
Managing Partner 
 
Edward Naylor   Naylor Industries Ltd & Naylor Drainage Ltd  
Executive Chairman 
 
Ken Perritt   GXO        
Operations Director UK & Ireland 
 
Lynda Shillaw   Harworth      
Chief Executive Officer 
 
Professor Mike Maddock  Performance Engineered Solutions   
Managing Director 
 
Rachel Abbott DL   Cobra Sport & Cobra Manufacturing   
Chief Executive & Co-Founder 
 
Stuart Green   Zoo Digital      
CEO 
 
Roz Davies   Green Estate      
CEO 
 
Gemma Smith   Strata Homes      
CEO 
Jon Smythe   Grupo Bimbo      
Managing Director UK 
 
Dr David McGorman   MIET       
Unipart  Managing Director 
 
Dr Gareth Morgan  AML       
Managing Director 
 
Dawn Huntrod   Make UK      
Regional Membership Director (North) 
 
Louisa Harrison-Walker OBE Sheffield Chamber of Commerce & Industry  
Chief Executive 
 
Mark Webber    Tinsley Bridge Group     
Managing Director 
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David Cross   Sky House Co.      
Director 
 
Tariq Shah OBE   Vigo Group      
Director 
 
Richard Stubbs   Health Innovation Yorkshire & Humber  
CEO 
 
Benjamin Banks   SBD Group Ltd      
CEO 
 
Tom Elliott    Medilink      
Chief Executive Officer 
 
Dan Fell    Doncaster Chamber of Commerce    
Chief Executive Officer 
 
Carrie Sudbury   Barnsley & Rotherham Chamber of Commerce   
Chief Executive Officer 
 
Sherin Mathew   AI Tech UK  
Group CEO 
 
Nicky Chance-Thompson MBE DL FRSA        The Piece Hall Charitable Trust   
CEO  
 
Asma Iqbal   Chadwick Lawrence LLP  
Partner 
 
Ceri Stirland   UK Greetings  
CEO – International 
 
Richard Paxman OBE  Paxman Scalp Cooling  
Chief Executive Officer 
 
Kamran Rashid   Impact Hub Bradford  
Chief Executive 
 
Kully Thiarai   Slung Low Ltd  
Co-Chair 
 
Susan Allen   Yorkshire Building Society 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
Professor Shirley Congdon  University of Bradford  
Vice-Chancellor 
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Prew Lumley   Squire Patton Boggs (UK) LLP  
Managing Partner 
 
Paula Walsh   Arup  
Managing Director for the UK India Middle East and Africa 
 
Patricia Cobian   Virgin Media O2  
Chief Financial Officer 
 
Mike Maudsley   Enfinium  
CEO 
 
Caroline Bell   Shepherds Purse  
Director 
 
Olga Watterich   CBI Yorkshire and the Humber  
Deputy Regional Director 
 
Nicola Kingswell   LabSkin  
Scientific Director 
 
Mark Casci   WNY Chamber  
Head of Policy and Representation 
 
Ken Merry   York College  
Principal and Chief Executive 
 
Jessica Wright   Peel X Group Ltd  
Managing Director 
 
Jennifer Wood   O&3 Limited  
Co-founder and Chief Executive Officer 
 
Jane Colthup   Community First Yorkshire   
Chief Executive 
 
David Kerfoot CBE  Kerfoot Group, Fix Our Food  
Co-founder, Chair 
 
Danny Wild   Harrogate College  
Principal 
 
Cherie Feberico   Aesthetica Magazine  
Director 
 
Charlie Jeffrey   University of York  
Vice-Chancellor and President 
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Caroline Routh   Stephen Joseph Theatre  
Executive Director 
 
Andy Hughes   AGH Engineering  
Managing Director 
 
Andy Makin   Envirovent  
Managing Director 
 
George Baker-Davis  Oliver's on the Mount Ltd  
Director 
 
Morrie Eisenberg   Leeds United Football Club  
Chief Business Officer 


