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Introduction to 
Connecting Sheffield 

Connecting Sheffield is our long-term vision for travel into and around the city. 
We want people to feel confident to walk, cycle and use public transport. This 
means transforming our travel network to ensure people feel enabled to make 
better travel choices whenever possible. 

Phase One: Transforming Cities Fund   
Summary of schemes

This first phase of Connecting Sheffield, costing around £49 million and funded 
through the Department for Transport’s Transforming Cities Fund 
(TCF), represents a major first step in the journey towards providing high-quality 
sustainable travel infrastructure. It is comprised of a series of related schemes 
proposed to be delivered across the city, including in the City Centre, by March 
2023. Despite the Covid-19 pandemic, improving our transport infrastructure 
remains crucial. This includes public transport, which will remain an essential 
service into the future. 

As part of our engagement on the Connecting Sheffield proposals, this document explains the ambitious vision for 

the City Centre scheme. A full public consultation will be held on the proposed plans for the City Centre, and then 

each of the other schemes being proposed in this first phase. The feedback we receive will help to refine our plans 

and shape our future schemes. 

Benefits of Connecting Sheffield

The funding criteria for TCF is targeted at increasing 

productivity across the UK by improving connections 

between urban centres of employment and suburbs. 

Specifically, the fund is focussed on improving travel 

connectivity in cities with an emphasis on increasing  

the number of journeys made by low carbon, 

sustainable transport modes such as cycling, walking 

and public transport. 

 

Cycling schemes have been proposed based on 

an analysis of corridors where there is the highest 

propensity for people to cycle if the right infrastructure 

was in place. While it is not possible to deliver a city-

wide sustainable transport network under this first 

phase, other schemes will follow to complement the 

initial schemes, as further funding becomes available. 

We know that too many people currently feel that 

travelling by car is the only realistic transport option. 

Connecting Sheffield represents the opportunity to help 

change this. Under Connecting Sheffield, we will deliver 

a series of key sustainable transport projects that will 

support the city’s economy, environment and equalities 

priorities, as set out in the adopted Sheffield Transport 

Strategy and forthcoming Local Plan.

Map indicating key routes proposed under Transforming Cities Fund

There will be a significant step-change in the provision 

of cycle routes implemented under Connecting 

Sheffield. Using government and Sheffield City Region 

design standards and following best practice from 

elsewhere in England, cycling will become a much safer 

and more appealing way to travel, including for families. 

Cycling journeys using the new routes will often be 

shorter, quicker and more direct and cost-effective 

than those taken by car, particularly for people living 

in nearby neighbourhoods. Where more people cycle, 

there are reductions in overall traffic levels, contributing 

to improved air quality, reduced congestion and a more 

pleasant environment for everyone.

Transforming our travel network to better accommodate 

travel via cycling, on foot and by public transport is 

essential to our city’s future. The benefits of Connecting 

Sheffield are necessary now, and for future generations.
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Connecting Sheffield will deliver sustainable 
travel schemes in the following areas:

City Centre

Nether Edge –  
City Centre

Magna – 
Tinsley

Darnall – 
City Centre

Neepsend – 
Kelham – 

City Centre

 Abbeydale Road 
and Ecclesall Road 

Proposals for this scheme will be at the forefront of Connecting Sheffield, linking 
with other important development schemes underway, including Heart of the 
City, and contributing to the regeneration of the whole City Centre.

The scheme will focus on dramatically improving the environment for cycling and 
walking, with the creation of a number of new public spaces and dedicated routes 
for cycling, connecting into other cycle routes and out into neighbourhoods to 
enable cross-city travel.

There will also be improved, simplified bus routes in the City Centre designed to 
speed up journey times and reduce congestion, allowing more pedestrian-friendly 
areas to be developed. Through movements of general traffic will be restricted in 
key areas. 

City Centre

Nether Edge –  
City Centre

Magna – 
Tinsley

Darnall – 
City Centre

Neepsend – 
Kelham – 

City Centre

 Abbeydale Road 
and Ecclesall Road 

The development of a largely segregated cycle route connecting Nether Edge 
to the City Centre will transform the travel options for people along the route 
and make cycling and walking much easier and more appealing for the relatively 
short journey to the City Centre.

The location of the route has been designed to maximise the opportunity for 
cyclists to feed into the City Centre from surrounding areas, and to maximise the 
impact of the investment.

          
   

City Centre

Nether Edge –  
City Centre

Magna – 
Tinsley

Darnall – 
City Centre

Neepsend – 
Kelham – 

City Centre

 Abbeydale Road 
and Ecclesall Road 

A largely segregated cycle route between Magna, Tinsley and Meadowhall will 
make these areas easier to access via cycling, and make walking and cycling a 
more attractive and realistic option.

The proposals form part of the aspiration to create a largely segregated cycle route 
between the centre of Rotherham, Magna, Meadowhall and onwards through 
Attercliffe to Sheffield City Centre. 

The plans will also support the delivery of a proposed new tram-train stop at 
Magna with a Park and Ride facility.

Residents in the Tinsley area will be able to get to Meadowhall via cycling and to 
Rotherham Parkgate and Sheffield City Centre via the tram-train stop.

City Centre

Nether Edge –  
City Centre

Magna – 
Tinsley

Darnall – 
City Centre

Neepsend – 
Kelham – 

City Centre

 Abbeydale Road 
and Ecclesall Road 

This scheme will create a low traffic neighbourhood by removing through traffic in 
areas of Kelham, creating vibrant public spaces and improving the environment for 
cyclists and pedestrians in the area. 

The area will be connected to the City Centre via a largely segregated cycle route 
running through to West Bar and into Sheffield City Centre. 

Improvements to the bus route through Neepsend and Kelham are also planned to 
give public transport priority and to improve bus journeys through the area. 

Overall, the scheme will support the development of future housing growth in the 
area and Kelham’s role as a visitor destination.  

City Centre

Nether Edge –  
City Centre

Magna – 
Tinsley

Darnall – 
City Centre

Neepsend – 
Kelham – 

City Centre

 Abbeydale Road 
and Ecclesall Road 

The City Centre and communities in Darnall will be connected to the growing job 
opportunities along the Lower Don Valley and surrounding areas that collectively 
form the Advanced Manufacturing Innovation District (AMID). A largely segregated 
cycle route will run from Castlegate through to the Sheffield Olympic Legacy Park, 
with a spur running to Darnall. 

This scheme will also develop bus priority measures on the 52 and X1 corridors 
through Attercliffe and Darnall and towards Meadowhall.

As well as improving connections to job and leisure opportunities, the plans will also 
support the growth of new housing in and around Attercliffe. 

City Centre

Nether Edge –  
City Centre

Magna – 
Tinsley

Darnall – 
City Centre

Neepsend – 
Kelham – 

City Centre

 Abbeydale Road 
and Ecclesall Road 

This scheme will focus on public transport priority, improving the speed and 
reliability of bus services that connect residential areas in the south west 
of Sheffield with employment areas in the City Centre, and the Advanced 
Manufacturing Innovation District/Lower Don Valley. 

These measures are designed to ease congestion and improve air quality along these 
busy routes into the city. 



Connecting Sheffield: City Centre

The first scheme we are consulting on will seek to transform the opportunities to 
walk and cycle around the City Centre. This will coincide with and include major 
investment into the creation of new public spaces, pedestrianised areas and 
’green streets’. There will also be changes to how public transport travels across 
the City Centre, designed to improve bus journey times as well as improving 
legibility of the network and increasing service reliability. 

These proposals are the next step towards improving the City Centre environment by making the centre a more 

attractive place to live, work and spend time, and easier to travel around.

Cycling into and around the City Centre

The cycling route improvements will make it easier and 

quicker to travel into and around the City Centre. This 

will enable more people to cycle, as well as helping to 

ease overall congestion and improve air quality. 

For cyclists entering the City Centre using Leopold 

Street, a contraflow cycle lane will be introduced, 

alongside improved public realm. The cycle lane will 

connect to routes along Fargate and towards The Moor. 

From Moorhead and onto Furnival Gate a new two-way 

cycle route will be introduced. The removal of Furnival 

Gate roundabout will create the space for an attractive 

new gateway into the civic heart of the city, while 

connecting to cycle routes and improved pedestrian 

facilities across the City Centre.  

Cycleways and footpaths from Furnival Gate along 

Arundel Gate will be set within green landscaping to 

create an attractive and safe environment for cycling.

These plans are shown on maps on pages 11 to 17. 

The new City Centre cycling routes will connect to new 

safe cycle routes to Nether Edge, Darnall, Neepsend and 

Kelham, as well as to the existing cycle network. These 

measures will be complemented by the development of 

a major new cycle storage hub being proposed in the 

City Centre. A further cycle storage hub already exists 

at Sheffield Station, and further hubs are likely to be 

developed in the future. 

Indicative visualisation of Town Hall Square in the City Centre 

Indicative visualisation of Arundel Gate where it meets Furnival Gate
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Walking and green spaces

Extra public space is planned in the City Centre through 

the closure of Pinstone Street to vehicles between Town 

Hall Square, Surrey Street and Cross Burgess Street for 

the creation of a new pedestrianised civic space which 

would provide step free access from the Town Hall and 

Peace Gardens to surrounding City Centre areas.

You will be able to walk from the front of the Town Hall 

onto Fargate through areas of improved planting and 

greenery. In the other direction, from the Town Hall up 

until Cross Burgess Street, the area will be vehicle free 

with an improved street scene.
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Public transport 

New and improved cross-City Centre bus corridors will make bus travel across the City Centre quicker, more reliable, 

and routes easier to understand, making public transport a more attractive option.

Bus access will be removed from Leopold Street and the adjoining upper section of Pinstone Street. Leopold Street 

will become one-way to traffic with a cycle lane running as a contraflow. Services previously using this route will 

instead use the new routes and bus hubs along Rockingham Street or Arundel Gate. Both streets will see new 

landscaping and environmental improvements. 

Access for cars, vans and taxis 

The plans for the City Centre are focussed on creating a better environment for walking, cycling and improved 

journey times for public transport.

 

However, we recognise the need for people to still access the City Centre by car or van. While through traffic will 

be restricted in some locations, access will be maintained to key car parks in the City Centre. The main changes to 

routes for private vehicles include:

• The closure of Pinstone Street from the Town Hall to Cross Burgess Street, and closure of the inbound lane 

of Leopold Street. Traffic will be able to travel up Pinstone Street to Cross Burgess Street (from Moorhead via 

Charter Row) for access to areas including the John Lewis car park.

• Bus gates in both directions on a section of Furnival Gate, and northbound along Arundel Gate from the Novotel 

to help ease congestion and allow buses priority into the centre.

• Surrey Street will be closed to cars to prevent access to the upper section of Pinstone Street. Access will remain 

along Norfolk Street to allow for deliveries to Surrey Street. The closure of Surrey Street to through traffic will 

enable the creation of a new pedestrianised area at Town Hall Square.

• Closure of Charles Street. This area will be transformed into a public space where seating and planting will 

provide a useable, inviting public area for all to enjoy.

• Changing access for general traffic along Rockingham Street between Division Street and Wellington Street. 

Southbound-only travel will be allowed between Devonshire Lane and Wellington Street to facilitate the movement 

of southbound bus services, but two-way access will be allowed between Division Street and Devonshire Lane 

to allow access to premises and a private car park. Cars will still be able to travel one-way northbound using one 

lane of Rockingham Street between Division Street and West Street, as they can at present.

• Changes made as part of measures to address travel during Covid-19 will be removed around Trafalgar Street, 

returning to the pre-Covid-19 routings.

Taxis will still be able to drop off and pick up in all areas where vehicular access is allowed, and blue badge holders 

will be able to park in any area where specific restrictions do not apply. A review is also planned to consider how and 

where increased space for blue badge holders can be provided.

 

Please check the detailed maps for further details.  

Deliveries and servicing 

City Centre servicing arrangements will be altered to ensure a consistent time period is allocated for servicing access 

and delivery needs across the City Centre. This will also take into account the need for controlled access during 

busier times in accordance with maintaining the security of the City Centre.  

Businesses are invited to feedback and share their concerns on the changes and what it means for deliveries and 

other access issues via the consultation website. Collectively, Rockingham Street, Arundel Gate, Church Street, High Street and Furnival Gate will form the key bus 

routes for the City Centre, effectively creating a public transport ‘box’ around the heart of the city. Restrictions to car 

access eastbound on Arundel Gate will allow for the section from Furnival Gate to the Crucible Theatre to become 

a single carriageway, enabling major environmental improvements including new greenery, improved walkways and 

cycle routes to be created while improving running times for bus services.  

The improvements will also create the opportunity to situate bus stops at the same location on opposite sides of the 

road for routes running in both directions, rather than in completely different locations as often currently happens, 

making bus routes easier to understand.  

City Centre: Rockingham StreetCity Centre: Rockingham Street±±± City Centre: Rockingham Street
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Under these proposals, Trafalgar Street and 
Westf ield Terrace will return to their pre-Covid-19 
functi on. This means that Westf ield Terrace will 
return to one-way southbound between West 
Street and Division Street. Trafalgar Street will 
be two-way between Division Street and Milton 
Street, and the one-way restricti on to southbound 
only at the juncti on with Charter Row will remain 
in place.

One lane of Rockingham Street between West 
Street and Division Street will form a new 
southbound bus lane, restricted for use by 
general traffi  c. The other lane will remain in 
use for northbound-only general traffi  c.

The secti on of Rockingham Street between Division 
Street and Wellington Street will be the locati on of a 
new high-quality bus hub for southbound services, 
ti ed into the improved walking routes and green public 
spaces. General traffi  c will be able to travel each 
directi on between Division Street and Devonshire Lane, 
and then southbound only thereaft er to Wellington 
Street. 

Proposed bus hub along Rockingham Street
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The vision: Bringing ‘The Outdoor City’ into the City

The plans on the following pages show some of the main changes proposed in the City Centre.

Sheffield is known as The Outdoor City for its fantastic green spaces. In addition to new cycling 

routes, pedestrianised areas and route changes to provide bus priority, the vision of bringing the 

Outdoor City into the City is highlighted through the plans for increased green spaces. 

New runs of planting, greenery and landscaping, integrated with flood mitigation measures, will 

be created on pedestrian routes along the newly created space running down Pinstone Street and 

Furnival Gate, as well as at Rockingham Street and Arundel Gate, similar to that created at West Bar, 

Castlegate and Charter Square.

Green spaces and planting will accommodate sustainable drainage improving biodiversity in the 

City Centre and reducing flood risk.

The scheme will use an integrated approach to design to bring together the public realm 

improvements with the need to provide movements for walking and cycling.  

 

The aim is to create a healthier city life with diverse, attractive spaces that encourage people to 

enjoy the City Centre.
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Fargate

Montgomery 
Hall

 Example of recent ‘Grey to Green’ schemes at West Bar and Castlegate
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City Centre: Leopold Street to Town Hall SquareCity Centre: Leopold Street to Town Hall Square

The cycle and pedestrian route will conti nue 
from the Town Hall Square onto Fargate 
to create strong links with the reinvented, 
greener street space. Fargate will become a 
fl exible space for events to take place.

At Town Hall Square, car traffi  c and bus 
services will be removed to create a new 
pedestrianised civic space which allows step 
free access from the Town Hall and Peace 
Gardens to surrounding city centre areas.

±±± City Centre: Leopold Street to Town Hall Square
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Leopold Street will become one-way to traffi  c 
with a cycle lane running as a contrafl ow. 
New planti ng and landscaping will create an 
att racti ve gateway to the city centre.

Surrey Street will be closed to cars, new 
planti ng will be added and the historic 
character of the street will be retained. 

Access will be maintained to key car 
parks and for deliveries to areas where 
vehicular access is permitt ed.
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City Centre: Arundel Gate to Charles Street±
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Bus access will be maintained and 
improved and new, additi onal bus 
stops will be introduced. Greenery 
and planti ng will help to create 
an att racti ve and welcoming 
environment for bus stop users and 
people using the area to access the 
surrounding buildings, while further 
improving links to the train stati on 
and bus interchange. 

A new bus gate will be introduced to limit 
vehicle traffi  c northbound between Arundel 
Gate and Norfolk Street. This will provide 
increased public transport priority to ease 
congesti on and support faster journey ti mes, 
while helping to improve the street scene.  
A new cycle route will also be integrated to 
bett er link into Howard Street, Surrey Street 
and Sheffi  eld Hallam University. 

St Paul’s
Square 

Charles Street 

On Arundel Gate, access via car will 
be limited to one-way westbound 
between Castle Square and Furnival 
Gate roundabout, to ease congesti on 
and give buses priority. Eastbound, 
car access on Arundel Gate will be 
restricted beyond the access road to 
the Novotel Hotel. Access to
car parks will be maintained. 

Proposed Cycle Way
Proposed Cycleway Crossing Point 
Proposed Pedestrian Area
Proposed Green Space
Proposed Highway Crossing Point
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City Centre: Furnival GateCity Centre: Furnival Gate±± Along Arundel Gate, meandering cycleways 
and footpaths will be set within a diverse 
green landscape. This will create an 
att racti ve and safe environment for walking 
and cycling, and a space where people can 
sit and enjoy the outdoors.

At Furnival Square, the removal of the existi ng 
roundabout will create a new gateway into 
the city centre for all modes of transport. A 
new walking and cycling route will be created 
alongside a small city centre pocket park to 
provide welcome green space. 

± City Centre: Furnival Gate Derwent 
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New segregated bus provision will be 
introduced on Furnival Gate alongside 
a new, improved green walking link 
and two-way cycle route.

On Arundel Gate, access 
via car will be limited 
to one-way westbound 
between Castle Square 
and Furnival Gate 
roundabout. This will 
ease congesti on and 
give buses priority. 
Eastbound, car access 
on Arundel Gate will 
be restricted beyond 
the access road to the 
Novotel Hotel. Access 
to car parks will be 
maintained. 

Additi onal bus stops will be added along 
Furnival Gate and a bus gate will be 
introduced to improve access into the city 
centre for buses while reducing general 
traffi  c in key civic areas.

Proposed Cycle Way
Proposed Cycleway Crossing Point 
Proposed Pedestrian Area
Proposed Green Space
Proposed Highway Crossing Point
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Next steps

Public consultation on each of the individual schemes within the first 
phase of Connecting Sheffield will be held over the next few months, 
as sufficient detail on each scheme is developed. In accordance with 
government guidelines on social distancing relating to the Covid-19 
pandemic, consultation unfortunately can not include any face-to-
face events and meetings. Instead, alternative consultation methods 
will be employed to ensure that information is easily accessible.

Website
To allow as many people as possible to review our plans and provide feedback, we are using a 

website with an integrated digital engagement tool as the primary method of sharing information. An 

interactive map will allow you to see the proposed routes for each of the schemes and leave pinned 

comments on specific areas of each route.

Further information on each scheme will also be available on the website, providing additional details 

and images of what the scheme would look like.

Consultation Leaflet
A printed consultation leaflet will be posted to residents and business in the vicinity of each scheme. 

The leaflet will explain the proposals for the local area and encourage residents to ask questions and 

provide feedback via the communications channels provided.

Freephone Information Line
A dedicated freephone information line 0808 196 5105 will be available. This line will operate from 

9am-5pm Monday to Friday with an answer phone facility to record messages outside of these hours. 

This will allow people without access to the internet, or whose preference is to speak to someone 

directly, to comment and ask questions. 

Project Email Address
A dedicated email address info@connecting-sheffield.co.uk will be in place to allow people to submit 

questions or feedback via email.

Considering Responses
All comments received through engagement and consultation will inform work to finalise our plans. 

There will then be a further statutory period of consultation to secure approval to implement the final 

schemes.


