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We’re remixing the heart of the city centre, 
creating 1.5 million sq ft of new individually 
designed & repurposed buildings for a dynamic 
blend of uses, surrounded by enlivened streets 
& open public spaces. This is for Sheffield, by 
Sheffield.  

You may have noticed the scheme has undergone 
a visual brand refresh in recent months. Well, 
alongside this revamp, we have officially decided to 
drop the “II” from the project’s title. The previous 
title was used to help differentiate the scheme from 
the major regeneration around the Peace Gardens 
area over a decade ago. This difference is no longer 
important to flag given the interconnectivity 
between the wider regeneration.

heartofsheffield.co.uk
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Over the past 12 months, Sheffield City Council, 
alongside our Strategic Development Partner 

Queensberry, have been incredibly busy on Heart of 
the City. Despite the obvious complications thrown 

at the country due to the pandemic, our flagship 
project has continued to build momentum. We’ve 

seen exciting new tenants added, commenced 
construction across several sites, and received the 

green light on some game-changing proposals.

This Project Update will provide a brief overview of 
the progress made in 2020. You can also view our 

2020 round-up film, which includes interviews with 
a number of our highly regarded new occupiers. 
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Current  
transformations
Isaacs Building, Laycock House, Athol House & 
Burgess House 

The year started with the commencement of 
construction work on Isaacs Building, Laycock 
House, Athol House and Burgess House.

Isaacs Building, which sits between Pinstone Street, 
Cambridge Street and Charles Street, behind 
the famous Pepper Pot façade, will provide nearly 
40,000 sq ft of contemporary workspace and 
10,000 sq ft of prime pitch retail. With a best-in-
class specification, the office will provide a bright 
and airy working environment, designed to support 
wellbeing and provide a platform for inspiration.  

The adjacent building, located between Pinstone 
Street, Cross Burgess Street and Charles Street, 
is split into three defined uses. The sensitive 
renovation of Laycock House will deliver a handful 
of characterful townhouses, while the new build 
Burgess House and Athol House will create 52 
quality apartments and a small amount of office 
space, respectively.

Construction on the two sites and the meticulous 
work to preserve the attractive Victorian façades on 
Pinstone Street is progressing well, while the steel 
structure for the new elements hitting a significant 
milestone by topping out this month.  

This is not spreadsheet 
development. Laycock House 
and Burgess House have been 
curated and designed for living 
– creating a space for people
to enjoy and benefit from their
surroundings. 
Mark Ross, Managing Director, Redbrik 

“

“

CMS at Grosvenor House 

The high specification fit-out for CMS 
– a Top 10 global law firm – at 1 Charter
Square (part of Grosvenor House)
got underway in Spring this year, with
completion anticipated this side of
Christmas.

CMS’s relocation from Victoria Quays to 
the new 47,500 sq ft office in Heart of 
the City sees the firm commit its long-
term future in Sheffield.

It’s brilliant to be in a fantastic 
new, bright and modern building. 
The fit-out has been tailored to our 
requirements with lots of open-
plan spaces, break out areas and 
collaboration hubs

The move to the centre of the city, 
with everything on our doorstep, 
is incredibly exciting for us as a 
business and our staff. 
Tanya Holt, Partner, CMS

“

“
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New CMS office at Charter Square
View of Laycock House and Athol House on 
Pinstone Street 
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Cubo at 38 Carver Street 

Another internal fit-out that is well underway and due for 
completion in Spring 2021 is Cubo, which is breathing new 
life into the formerly vacant office building at 38 Carver 
Street.

Staton Young, who have signed a 20-year lease, are 
transforming the property to bring a new experience-led 
style of serviced offices to the city centre. The workspace, 
which is being expanded from 26,000 to 32,000 sq ft, will 
feature co-working space, private offices, meeting rooms, 
printing stations, designated desks and hot-desking.

A rooftop bar, under Staton Young’s Alto brand, will open 
above Cubo next year. Offering superb views of the city 
centre, the venue will be open to the public and add a much 
sought-after dynamic to Sheffield’s nightlife.

 

We were searching the region 
to find a new site for Cubo 
and we were really impressed 
with Sheffield and the Heart 
of the City project. There’s 
been a lot of investment in 
Sheffield and we wanted to 
be a part of that. 
Rebecca Brough, Managing Director, Cubo 

“

“

Leah’s Yard  

Essential structural work got underway on the 
Grade II* Listed Leah’s Yard building on Cambridge 
Street in September. These preliminary works are 
bringing the derelict building back into a usable 
condition – work includes significant structural 
reinforcement, roof repairs and new windows.

Leah’s Yard is viewed as an important part 
of Sheffield’s industrial heritage and houses 
a collection of small, former manufacturing 
workshops. Although long-term plans and 
occupiers are not yet set in stone, there is a 
genuine desire to see the workshops reimagined as 
creative ‘makers’ hubs within the Heart of the City 
scheme.
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Cubo Nottingham
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New World Trading Co. 

New World Trading Company – the award-
winning pub, bar and restaurant operator best 
known for The Botanist – signed a 10-year lease 
in September this year and will open a 7,500 sq 
ft bar and restaurant at Charter Square in Spring 
next year. 

The brand is being kept closely under wraps until 
the new year, but it will be specifically tailored to 
reflect Sheffield’s unique heritage and personality. 

Plenty more 
to come 
 

We came to Heart of the City for 
the first time three years ago. We 
started to look at the development 
plans, understanding the level of 
quality that was being discussed. 
When we saw the types of lettings 
being done – to HSBC, to CMS – it 
started to become an easy sell to 
our board. 
Tim McCormack, Project Director, New World Trading Co.

“

“
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John Lewis 

John Lewis & Partners agreed a new long-term lease on their 
Barker’s Pool store in the summer, which will facilitate a core 
refurbishment of the store and retaining one the UK’s most revered 
retail brands. Situated right in the heart of the city centre, John 
Lewis will be a key anchor within the Heart of the City scheme.  

The store’s revamp is anticipated to begin in 2021.

Telephone House 
As part of Heart of the City, plans to revamp the NCP car park 
at Telephone House were approved in October. Along with the 
refurbishment of its service yards and the vacant units at ground 
level, the facelift will feature and eye-catching new cladding with LED 
lighting – transforming the outdated car park into another new focal 
point for the city centre. External façade work on the building will 
take place early in 2021. 

Radisson Blu 
A deal and planning application have now been approved 
to welcome Radisson Blu to the Heart of the City scheme, 
becoming the flagship hotel in the city centre.

The international hotel chain, which is renowned for its style, 
comfort and quality service, will be located in the striking 
Victorian Pinstone Chambers building on Pinstone Street and a 
new building to the rear. The 150-room hotel will include high 
end restaurants and bars, including one with a roof terrace 
overlooking the Peace Gardens. 

Early strip-out work of the Pinstone Chambers is already 
underway, with core construction work expected to start 
towards the middle of 2021.

1110

Project Update December 2020



1312

Project Update December 2020

Cambridge Street Collective 
& Elshaw House  

Plans were approved in October for the Heart 
of the City site located between Wellington 
Street, Carver Street and Cambridge Street.

Viewed as the ‘cultural heart’ of the masterplan 
– incorporating Cambridge Street Collective
and Bethel Chapel – proposals include a
20,000 sq ft industrial-style food hall offer and
15,000 sq ft live entertainment venue, as well
as a number of retail and leisure units.

The site will also home to Elshaw House – a new 
70,000 sq ft office development showcasing world-
class architecture and a unrivalled specification. It 
will be the net zero carbon-ready office in the city 
once completed.     

Operators for the key leisure and commercial 
spaces are expected to be signed and announced 
in the coming months, while a contractor is being 
lined up to start construction summer 2021.

. 
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Cambridge Street Collective  
Elshaw House

NET ZERO 

CARBON
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HELPING 
DELIVER 
HE ART OF 
THE CIT Y

Olivia Turner
Project Manager  
Turner & Townsend 

Olivia is a Project Manager in Turner & Townsend’s 
Sheffield office on the Real Estate Team, having 
been with the firm for over three years. 

Part of the Client Project Management/Contract 
Administration team for Heart of the City, the 
scheme has been “career defining” for her.

“Grosvenor House was the first job I’d ever worked 
on as a trainee Project Manager on my university 
placement from Sheffield Hallam University and 
it was the best learning opportunity I could have 
wished for. 

“Working with Sheffield City Council has, and 
continues to be, a pleasure. It is so rewarding 
getting to know each individual team and their 
passions for improving and enhancing Sheffield. 

“The Heart of the City scheme means something 
more than just buildings, the scheme really 
connects to its fellow surroundings and enhances 
and celebrates Sheffield’s history and heritage 
– something the people of Sheffield are really
passionate about, and I am too.”

Joe Booker 
GRK Civils  
Site Engineer

Joe was appointed on Grosvenor House at the 
age of 19 as an apprentice with GRK Civils – a 
groundwork and formwork specialist based 
in Leeds. His apprenticeship formed part of 
a programme developed by the overarching 
contactor on Grosvenor House, BAM Construction.

He is currently working on the construction site 
of Benton Park School in Leeds as a Site Engineer 
– again working under GRK Civils. A typical day on
site sees him marking out the precise locations for
drainage to be installed, foundations to be dug,
and ducting to be laid.

From Sheffield himself, Joe’s first construction 
role on Grosvenor House certainly helped lay the 
foundations of his early career in the industry. 

“On Heart of the City, I was able to learn the key 
aspects of the Site Engineer role, which I am now 
doing two years later. The apprenticeship gave me 
an insight into what the role will entail and what 
it is like to work on a construction site. It was a 
really positive experience overall. 

“Grosvenor House is very impressive – I know 
family members that work for HSBC and they say 
the new office is fantastic.”
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Chris Raddings
Electrical Engineer 
Arup

Chris has been working with Arup for over four 
years, starting an a graduate Electrical Engineer.

He has been heavily involved with the Heart of the 
City project – working on the on the Gaumont, 
Radisson Blu, Grosvenor House, Leah’s Yard, Elshaw 
house and Cambridge Street Collective, as well as 
coordinating the utilities for the entire masterplan.

 “Heart of the City has really allowed me jump in 
and get my hands dirty. The scheme is so diverse 
and incorporates just about every major sector, as 
well as being a mix of refurbishments, new builds, 
building extensions, and everything in between.

“Heart of the City is bringing life back to a 
previously unloved area. Retaining the historic 
buildings has been at the forefront of the scheme 
and it is remarkable to see such desire to retain 
the character of the area. It has helped me develop 
a depth of knowledge and understanding that is 
completely unrivalled by any other project I have 
worked on.”

Heart of the City is about far more than new 
buildings, heritage assets and improving the 
urban fabric of the city centre. The scheme, 
which has the potential to deliver up to 7,000 
future jobs, is also having a hugely positive 
impact in the here and now. Aside from the 
core Development Team, hundreds of careers 
are being supported and enhanced by the 
regeneration already – from architects and 
project managers, to delivery drivers and 
bricklayers, many people are reaping the 
benefits of the scheme.

Here we introduce just a small handful of these.
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heartofsheffield.co.uk @Sheff_HoC2 @sheffieldhoc2

A development by

Strategic Development Partner

https://heartofsheffield.co.uk
https://twitter.com/Sheff_HoC2
https://www.instagram.com/sheffieldhoc2



