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Tuesday 14t October

Dear Prime Minister,

The industrialists and business leaders in the North have for many years made the case that we need to better
connect the northern city regions to each other and to the world.

Northern Powerhouse Rail, from Liverpool through Manchester Airport and Manchester across to Bradford then
Leeds as well as to Sheffield, Newcastle and Hull is the answer. Both investors and employers know it is essential to
achieve our potential to increase the frequency and reliability of rail services between these places and reduce
journey times as well as unlock more capacity for freight.

This investment would put 3.8 million more northerners within 90 minutes of four or more northern cities. More
people able to travel for work and leisure to more places.

It would more than double the number of people able to access Manchester Airport within 90 minutes. Whilst London
needs new runways, we need the rail line to reach the ones we already have.

Productivity in the North continues to lag behind the South — as the UK’s overall productivity lags behind that of
similar countries overseas. Northern Powerhouse Rail would help close these gaps by dramatically raising our
productivity, adding £14.4bn more GVA annually by 2060.

We know your government understands the importance of delivering in full on the Chancellor’s commitment to
Northern Powerhouse Rail made at the spending review. We will work with you as you consider seriously the case for
both investment in the infrastructure and the wider growth corridor it will enable.

Northern Powerhouse Rail can and will be radically different to HS2 — bottom-up and working with local government
and business leaders, harnessing private investment where possible, driving costs down through innovative delivery
models and technologies, and focused on regeneration, housing and growth outcomes first and foremost.

The UK used to be global leaders in delivering infrastructure to power economic transformation. We must get back to
this position.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Reynolds Executive Chairman Mace Group

Paula Walsh Managing Director UKIMEA Arup

Alan Brookes Global CEO Arcadis

Andrew Dawes Regional Director, Humber Associated British Ports
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